


TODAY, THE FRESNO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY is pleased to announce that
it has made a major addition to its William Saroyan Collection: an assortment of
signed and inscribed first editions, pamphlets, and manuscripts, but—most
important—the archive of Saroyan’s daughter, Lucy (1946-2003). It contains the
letters, postcards and notes written to her during a span of almost twenty years,
from 1953 to 1972, and is rich in detail on family matters, business issues and
current events. (The cover title uses the Armenian diminutive form of Lucy,
“Lucintak,” by which Saroyan often addressed his daughter, and is taken from an
undated note which prefaces the entire archive.)

THE FIRST ITEM IN THE ARCHIVE is a set of  postcards celebrating Lucy’s
seventh birthday, and the last is a poignant note regarding the demise of Saroyan’s
cousin, Ross Bagdasarian—collaborator with Saroyan on the song “Come On-A My
House,” and perhaps best known as the creator of “Alvin and the Chipmunks.” In
the letter, Saroyan writes: “Actually, I am shocked and annoyed—at him—for as
you know I have this theory that anybody who dies betrays the members of his
family and his friends. (It’s not really sensible but that makes no difference.)” In
those lines, we see the faintest anticipation of Saroyan’s later, famous deathbed
statement: “Everybody has got to die, but I always believed an exception would be
made in my case. Now what?”

LITERARY RICHES SIMILAR TO THESE ABOUND in Lucy Saroyan’s archive,
and in reviewing the correspondence, it becomes exceedingly difficult to select a
favorite note or letter. As representative of the whole, we have selected a lengthy
letter from August 28, 1968, previously unpublished (along with the rest of the
archive). In this letter, Saroyan poses questions to Lucy as part of an interview-by-
mail, done at the request of a German youths’ magazine. Of course, Saroyan—being
the inquisitive, opinionated, and boisterous individual he was—could not let the
questions stand by themselves; at every turn, he felt obligated to inject his own
prompts and comments. In the process, as a reading of the letter demonstrates, he
managed to construct a comprehensive monologue/meditation on Life Itself.
Therefore, this missive—even without Lucy’s answers—stands as a fascinating
private testament, and as a useful introduction to Saroyan as the writer and all-
purpose philosopher that he was.

WE AT THE LIBRARY count ourselves as fortunate to have secured this
document, along with its many companion pieces, and we are pleased to now be
able to share it with a wider public.

William B. Secrest, Jr., Librarian
California History and Genealogy Room
July 1, 2004









TTTTThe Fresno County Public Library acknowledges,
with thanks, the private donors who helped make
the purchase of Lucy Saroyan’s archive and its
allied components possible.

WWWWWe also with to thank the William Saroyan
Society for its help with this acquisition, and many
others; and the kind permission of the Trustees of
the Leland Stanford Junior University, who own
the copyright to the facsimiles reproduced in this
keepsake, and allowed them to be reproduced on
this occasion.
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